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composing new melodies, and setting songs to music with
the countess. The emperor's children and the young
Goertzes are bound by equal ties of affection, and are old-
time playmates, so that there seems every likelihood of
this friendship between the Hohenzollerns and the former
reigning sovereign house of Goertz being continued in the
third generation.
No account of the emperor's private life can be properly
written without including a brief sketch of General Count
von Hahnke, and of Baron von Lucanus. The former
is the chief of the military cabinet of the emperor, and the
other is at the head of his civil cabinet, that is to say,
he occupies the post of principal private secretary. Both
of them accompany the emperor wherever he goes, and in
fact constitute his very shadow, enjoying by reason of their
proximity to the sovereign, and by their close association
with him, a far greater degree of power and influence than
any cabinet minister.
Baron Lucanus is an extremely good-looking man, whose
popular nickname at Berlin, namely, "the emperor's
Blackie Man," is in nowise due to any swarthiness of com-
plexion, but to the fact that among the great dignitaries in
attendance on the emperor, he is the only one in civilian
attire, while moreover he is invariably selected by the
sovereign to convey to any cabinet minister, whose resig-
nation is required, the imperial intimation "that he has
ceased to please. *'
It was Baron von Lucanus who communicated to Prince
Bismarck the emperor's request and subsequent peremp-
tory command for the surrender of the chancellorship of
the empire, and it was he, too, who was sent to ask Bis-
marck's successor, General Count Caprivi, for his resigna-
tion ; in fact, there has not been a single ministerial head

